Siam
the cause remain!   Is it possible, alas!  in the
presence of this simple but unchanging scene
which ought, one might think, to envelop you
in a kind of protection, to impregnate you a
little with its faculty of duration, is it possible
in the presence of all this which perpetuates
itself so easily, to have been a child for whom
the world is about to open, to have been that
which has its life to live, and to become at last
no more than that which has lived its life?
And,  nevertheless,  out of my short life,
scattered about over the whole world, I shall
have extracted something, a kind of lore which
does not yet suffice, but has brought already
a promise of serenity.   In my travels, I have
seen so many places of passionate adoration,
each one responding to a particular form of
the human agony, so many pagodas, so many
mosques, so many cathedrals, where the same
prayer has been poured forth from the depths
of hearts the most diverse!   These things have
not only disclosed to me that cold half-proof
of the existence of a God which was indicated
in the philosophical courses of my youth, and
to-day is mere idle repetition:  w the proof by
the unanimous consent of mankind"   Not only
that, but something infinitely more important,
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